Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.006 Å; R factor = 0.037; wR factor = 0.077; data-to-parameter ratio = 26.2.
The title compound, [PdCl 2 {P(C 6 H 5 ) 3 } 2 ], has a slightly distorted square-planar geometry, with the chloride ligands coordinated in a trans configuration. The Pd atom is located on a centre of inversion. Trofimenko (1972 Trofimenko ( , 1986 .
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Experimental
Crystal data [PdCl 2 (C 18 Table 1 Selected geometric parameters (Å , ).
Pd-Cl 2.3111 (13) Pd-P 2.3721 (10)
Cl-Pd-P 87.62 (4) Cl i -Pd-P 92.38 (4)
Cl-Pd-P-C1 41.9 (2) Cl-Pd-P-C13 À75.7 (2)
Cl-Pd-P-C7 163.9 (2) Support by the Spanish Ministerio de Educació n y Cultura (Project CTQ2007-639137) is gratefully aknowledged.
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Comment
The coordination chemistry of pyrazole derived ligands has been extensively studied in recent years (Trofimenko, 1972 (Trofimenko, , 1986 La Monica et al., 1997; Mukherjee, 2000 (Steyl, 2006) . There are no solvent molecules present in the structure described in this paper. The same behaviour was found for the structure described by Ferguson (2), but differences have been found in the crystal systems and space groups [triclinic P1 (2); monoclinic P2 1 /c, (1)]. Moreover, the Pd-Cl and Pd-P bond distances (2.3111 (13) Å and 2.3721 (10) Å, respectively) in complex (1) are slightly longer than those found in complex (2) (2.290 (1) Å and 2.337 (1) Å, respectively). supplementary materials sup-2
Refinement
We had serious problems growing up good crystals of reasonable size and quality and, in all cases, we obtained twinned crystals with very broad reflections (bad mosaic structure). Measurement were done in a image plate difractometer which only measure in a single /f angle.
All H atoms were computed and refined, using a riding model, with an isotropic temperature factor equal to 1.2 times the equivalent temperature factor of the atom which are bonded.
Figures Fig. 1 .
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